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SUB J : MILITARY CHANGES ANNOUNCED 

1. PRESIDENT LAUGERUD'S OFFICE ANNOUNCED JUNE 30 THAT EFFECTIVE 

JULY 1 BRIGADIER GENERAL ROMEO LUCAS GARCIA WOULD REPLACE BRIGADIER 
GENERAL FAUSTO RAVID RUBIO AS MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENSE. 

2. GENERAL RUBIO WILL BECOME "PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
PRESIDENT," A POST OF UNSPECIFIED DUTIES THAT HAS BEEN USED IN 

THE PAST FOR EX-DEFENSE MINISTER WHOM PRESIDENT WISHED RETAIN AS A 
REPRESENTATIVE AND ADVISER. 

3. REPLACING GENERAL LUCAS AS CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMED 
FORCES WILL BE GENERAL OTTO SPIEGLER NORIEGA. NO REPLACEMENT 
YET NAMED FOR SPIEGLER AS CO OF CUARTEL GENERAL BRIGADE. 

4. COMMENT: PRESIDENT LAUGERUD CAN GIVE GENERAL RUBIO A GREAT 
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RUBIO IS BELIEVED TO HARBOR PRESIDENTIAL AMBITIONS, THE USE 
LAUGERUD MAKES OF RUBIO SHOULD GIVE SOME CLUE AS TO HOW 
LAUGERUD FEELS ABOUT A RUBIO CANDIDACY IN 1978. CHOICE OF 
LUCAS TO REPLACE RUBIO WAS LONG ANTICIPATED BY PUBLIC AND MILITARY 
AND IS BEING TAKEN AS ROUTINE. END COMMENT. 
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